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In fall 2005, Todd Nelson donated $2,500 to establish an entrepreneurship seed fund to help students start their own companies in my Small Business Management Class. This course has since been renamed to, “Intro to Entrepreneurship.” Each semester, students in the course receive $100 from the seed fund to start a business. Some students chose to start their own businesses alone while others pooled their money into groups and started a group business. This report details the use of the fund in 2010.

[image: image14.jpg]



Fall 2010

From a class of twenty-five, the students formed thirteen businesses. Even though this was a very large class, the students were extremely productive as evidenced by the brief descriptions of each business and the students who ran them. 
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Ari Mincey and Associates is a future law firm focusing on providing legal services to small businesses. Ari Mincey used her time in the class to write a business plan. At the age of six, when Ari drafted her first contract with her brother, she knew that she wanted to become a lawyer. After graduating from Berry, she plans to attend law school for three years to obtain her law degree. Then, she plans to enter a small business law firm to establish and familiarize herself with the practice. After gaining experience, Ari plans to open her own law firm, which will help provide legal services to Atlanta-based entrepreneurs.

[image: image2.jpg]


Entrepreneur: Ari Mincey, ’12, Business Management and Accounting Majors 
Cheap Eats is a mobile catering company focusing on grilling, refreshments and customers’ ease of mind. The co-owners are interested in providing customers with a memorable experience while satisfying their catering needs. They feel as though they offer above average catering by undercutting competition while still maintaining quality food and services. Entrepreneurs: Travis Blackburn, ’11, Business Management Major; Elliot Alexander, ’11, Exercise Science Major 
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Curbside Design provides the Rome community with curbside address painting. Because many residences do not have their addresses displayed on the road, this is a much needed service. Through painting addresses with highly reflective paint, Curbside Design can provide families with comfort in knowing that emergency personnel could locate their residence if necessary.

Entrepreneur: Austin Nix, ’11, Business Management Major
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Design Scopes provides integrated and custom-built web services to small business owners with search engine optimization. It seeks to empower small business owners to spread information to customers through the internet.

Entrepreneur: Whit Marbut, ’10, Business Management Major
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Misty Pathway is the first solo album by singer/songwriter Lisa Anders. It is a Christian based ministry project. Her mission is to help initiate worship and reflection on who God is and what he has done through musical expression. The primary focus of the business is the CD; however, Lisa is also pursuing opportunities to lead worship and hold concerts. Entrepreneur: Lisa Anders, ’13, Marketing Major
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Peace Beads was created to provide an outlet for handmade jewelry of the Maasai women who live around Mount Suswa in Kenya. Due to a summer trip that connected one of the students to this group of women, Peace Beads was launched to help the women reach a bigger market for their exquisite beaded jewelry to the Berry College community. Products were shipped from Kenya to Rome and Peace Beads sold the handmade beaded necklaces, earrings and bracelets.  All profits go back to these women in hopes that they use the money to develop their own communities. Peace Beads hopes to connect women across the globe, empowering all to make a change.

Entrepreneurs: Laura Baker, ’11, Economics Major; Hannah Long, ’11, Business Management and Marketing Majors; Tricia Staudenmaier, ’12, Business Management and Marketing Majors
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Pittstop Tournaments hosts video game tournaments for gamers of all ages. The company creates competitive events where local gamers can compete to see who the best players are at specific games. Pittstop also awards prizes to winners, while serving food and drinks to participants. 

Entrepreneur: Cory Pitts, ’11, Communications Major
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S & S Choreography offers an assortment of cheerleading activities to elementary, middle and high schools squads, college squads, and after school programs. They provide schools with professional quality, custom cheerleading routines, dances, and choreography at a low cost. They also offer cheerleading boot camps and professional critiques. Their vision is to help cheerleaders achieve their best potential while performing or practicing.

Entrepreneurs: Sydney Thayer, ’12, Business Management Major; Sarah Schuler, ’11, Business Management Major, Psychology Minor
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S.L. with J.L. is a dance business dedicated to helping couples develop more intimacy through dance and helping women and men to develop confidence in themselves and their creative abilities. It was developed by Jenna Shafer who teaches East Coast Swing, Salsa, Cha-Cha, and Bachata. Its mission is to use dance in all of its various forms, from traditional to exotic, as a tool to help people have better relationships and live fuller, richer lives.

Entrepreneur: Jenna Shafer, ’11, Accounting and Management Majors, Spanish Minor
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Southern Belle Bath & Body creates all natural, handmade bar soaps, lotion, and body wash in their dorm rooms.  The company was influenced and inspired by the country’s growing interest in eco-friendly practices. With eight different scents, the company is able to cater to many different personal preferences. Their current "Signature Southern Belle" line features bar soap and lotion containing goat's milk for extra moisture, and an all-natural, sulfate-free, herbal body wash to leave customers refreshed and smelling delicious.

Entrepreneurs: Amy Pierce, ’11, Business Management Major, Art Minor; Caroline Tait ’11, Marketing Major; Lucy Schofield ’11, English Major, Business Minor; Sarah Poydence, ’12, Exercise Science Major, Biology and Animal Science Minors
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Stick with Berry was started when its founders realized that the Berry College community has not been given the opportunity to buy quality window stickers at an appropriate price. By selling uniquely designed static cling window stickers, they wish to spread pride through the Berry community. Stick with Berry offers a variety of designs of window stickers for your car, office, or house.  Sticker designs include: Berry College Vikings, Berry College Mom or Dad, and Berry College Alumni.

Entrepreneurs: Jorg Bergmann, ’11, Business Management and Marketing Majors, David Holloman, ’11, Business Management Major; Shane Moroney, ’11, Business Management Major; Matthew Rego, ’11, Business Management Major 
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Ultimate EXP Entertainment is a mobile DJ service which provides live music entertainment for dances, private parties, or weddings. The mission of Ultimate Exp will accomplish this through providing the newest music releases and playing the hottest new songs, providing the ultimate music experience.  Entrepreneur: Gabe Steinmeyer, ’11, Business Management and Marketing Majors
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Viking Furniture is a Berry Student Enterprise. It operates as a manufacturer and marketer of high-quality outdoor furniture. The furniture produced by the company gives those connected to Berry College an opportunity to own a piece of furniture that was constructed by Berry College students. In this way, Viking Furniture meets a market need by offering these individuals an iconic Berry product that is both useable and possesses structural integrity and longevity. Viking Furniture operates under the blanket of the Berry College Student Enterprise development. It was beta tested in the class and hopefully will be launched as an official Berry Student Enterprise in spring 2011. 

Entrepreneurs: Joshua Baker ’11, Business Management and Marketing Majors, Alex Benn ’11, Economics Major; Allison Brown, ’11, Business Management Major
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